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CHRISTMAS DAY.

How it is Kept in the Me¬
tropolis.

irrBIBiRCE OF TIE cm LIST SIGHT.

NCKN KN AHOrT TOW N.

Sketch of (Am Iky IHmc Ike
Birth mi Ckrlit

THE SERMON ON THE HOI1NT,
Ac., to, A*.

CH1LDRKNS CHIUSTllAS EVR FESTIVAL AT
THINITT CHUBCHL

VMterday aflonmae the rtoUren mwpuateg tfw TrtoHy
Ofcorah huhbath School, ware, aecortflnc to pravwaa bo

.MS the participants MI a pud Ohnnmaa Br* fc»isval
Dm Mar tor of Ite chunk waa vary UMW^tUy to*r>M
wMk eTer(T«0M, dinning ut apraoa, ptao, bwiral aad

holly. The altar, Ik* biahopa' chairs aad tba red

tog pocktonc U».> altar, Ike coinmm »apporttog
the irckM of th« editor, and, Mm), ererjr
part af Ihia magnificent church, ware MnHwd,
Tfiato l ar dejorated with erergraaa The bafltl.ia I
fact was richly draped with spruce. aad the toaide
waa Oiled with evargraeaa, relieved by itttla red holly
harries. The desk af tho lecturer waa alao tastefully da
aerated ; in the eagle'¦ beak theroon waa a bcaatlfal
wreath, la the centre <>f which waa tho monofram I H.8.
la the chancel wore several large caadelabraa, on which
were an Innumerable number of lighted candle*, which
gave a very grand character to the scene. Precisely at
three o'clock tho clergy, arrayed In their robaa, oaoaistotg
of the Rev. Or. Berrlaa, the rector Ilr.
Ogilbie, assistant ; Mr. Smith, assistant, and Rev.
Dra. Vinton, Van Kleeck and Johnaon, and the Rev.
Messrs. Weston, Dix and Karrtngton, took the
respective places assigned them. The boy* comprising
the choir occupied places in the chancel directly la front
af the clergy. The following waa the programme of oxer-
cisus;.Evening prayer, real by the Rev 8. H. Weston ;
first lesson.Isaiah, IJC.was read by Rev. V. W. Smi h,
second lesson.1st John IV..waa read by Rev. W. Far
rington. The Cantale Dm.iini and Uio Bene, lie Anima Mia,
by Boyce, were well rendered by the choir, aecom uuut-it
by exoellent music on the organ. Prayer was then read
by the Rev. Morgan Dix, after which tho children of the
Sabbath school Bang the forty third hymn to the old tuue
af Christmas. It commenced.

While shepherds watch'd their flocks by nightAll seated on the ground,
the angel of the Lord came down,
And glory shower around.

"Fear not," said he, for mighty dread
Had seized their troubled minds;

"Glad tidings of neat Joy I bring
To you and all mankind."

After tho singing, the Rev. Dr. Vinton ascended the pul¬
pit and delivered the following brief address. Ho said
What means this concourse of humanity ? What means

this assembly of the young of Christ's dock ' It
ts because tho Son of God became a child of man; it

is because the Creator of the universe chose to be a Saviour
of the best of Bis creatures. It Is because Jesus Is at this
time to be born in Bethlehem.the angels chanting the
glorious tidings to the shepherds and to men of all the
world. Tho youth is born to save ail hia creatures. It is
a children's festival, and it ia well that we can, the
older ones, assemble with them that we may en¬
joy tho childlike happiness that wo once did ;
that we may recall our infantile days,
and mingle our songs with the richness of the voices of
the little ones, now in the freshness of their life mission
in this church, on this blessed Christmas evo. The carol
WUch they will sing in our ears resodhds the prophet's
word in gratitude, the titles of JIim who was born in
wickedness among men. lie was King David's son, to sit
ttoon his throne h> rule the earth when tho timo shall
Are come.tho son of David, the royal King of Israel,
(he type of David and greater son. He waa the Wonder¬
ful: not like man, and not like God, but both <i»d
and man in one Christ. Wonderful shall His name
be called! He was In all points like as we arc, exoept in
.to. He waa taken out of Adam's posterity , but did no
inherit the taint of native sin. It is he that spoke this
beautlfal world into being; who said let thora bo light
and there was light. He was with God aud was God,
Without him nothing was made that is made; and yet
he was fashioned as man. The word was made
tiesh and dwelt among us. l*erfoct God and per¬
fect man In one Christ, he stands beforo the
gaze of the univorse. let hia name be proclaimed
by Israel, and rewound along the arches and aisles of tins
church as wonderful. He to tho mighty God therefore
we sing his praises, glory and adoration. He is tho
brightest of his Father 'a glory, the everlasting Father and
relative of us. He is the ITlnce of Peace! He ts the Prince
Of fcacc to quell men's passions, and subduo man's
will, and bring all into conformity to His Father's
will. He came on earth to eua'ilo us to emulate
Him, and suMue our wills, and bring peace about us;
peace around us, pcaco between us, and reooociilia-
tion with God. The l'rinee of Peace is His glorious name

to-day; and when to morrow morning wo see tho Christ¬
mas son arise in his brightness, lot cash or us remember,
if we have aught against our brother, that the Prince of
Peace is born; and beforo you go to tho altar of the
Prince of Peace , let each be reconciled to his brother.
Children, Chrietfaos Your ministers, the members
of this congregation, and your teachers, have pre¬
pared for you this feast; they have prepared and
ornamented and lighted a beautiful Christmas tree,
which is to be directly unfolded to your eyes,
and fiom beneath which you are each to receive

a gilt to commemorate the event abaut to dawn upon
us in this sanctuary, whore hiB feet have made it glorious.
Littlo children , remember why you enjoy this festival. It
is because Christ is bom; and, children, he it waa that
sanctified childhood in the glory of his appearing on earth;
and we, your seniors, in the maturity of our days,' are
children once again, to Join with yonr voices aud sing
praises to Htm as our Redeemer, let us, then, with the
spirit, sing praises to our Lord Jesus Christ.

After tho address another Christmis song, entitled the
"Children nf the Temple," composed and set to music by
Mr. Cutler, the organist, was sung by the children and
congregation. The piece waa rendered very effectively,and the symphonies by the organ and chime bolls wore
auperb. The piece commenced.

Cboir.Hoitona to Klnp David's Son,
Descended from the heavenly throne!
In Christmas songs we hail His birth,
Who brought salvation to the earth.

Chorus.Hosanna to King David's Sob!
[Organ.]

Hopanna to King David's Son!
Bosanna in the highest!

[Chimes.]
Tne brnodiction was pronounced by the Rev. Dr.

Berrian. After this the door leading to the porch at the
extreme end of tho church from the pulpit was thrown
.pen, and then was seen a magnificent Christmas tree
lighted with hundreds of variegated colored lanterns, and
from its branches were suspended ban km*, confectionery,
he. Beneath and contiguous to the tree was a large
table, loaded with all kinds of toys for presentation ta the
children of Uie Echool. The congregation remained in
their places while the clergymen, two and two, marched
up the main aisle, headed by the sexton, with his mace
.f office. They passed around the tree, and thence back
to the chancel. The children wore then called by classes,
and marched around the tree, each recuivlng as they
passed a present suited to the age. The church was
rrowded to overflowing with fashionably dressed people,
who appeared to manifest much interest in the services
and the distribution of the gifts to tho Sabbath school
children.

CHRISTMAS EVE IN THE BOWERY.
QKKAT CHOWD IN THE STHEIT.UNUSUAL DISPLAY OF

DECORATIONS AND TRINKETS.SUM ATTENDANCE
AT PLACES OF AMUSEMENT.A MAN WHO SWAL¬
LOWH A 9W0RD AND ANOTUKR WHO LIVES ON PAV¬
ING STONES, LAGER BIER, SPIRITUOUS AND MALT
LIQUORR, ETC.
There is always a crowd of shoppers and pleasure seek¬

ers in the Bowery on Saturday evening, but last night
tho street was unusually crowdod, while the attendance
at the places of amusement was perhaps unusually
email. The traders in images were more successful than
the players; tho rising generation absorbed tho attention
of tho old and wise. Tho shopkeepers generally yielded
to the custom of the ocaaatan, and decorated tholr places
with evergreens. Rvsn the butchers negloctod not this
tavliiouable style of atta-aattog customers, and the cloan
corpses of defunct ti*fp, quarters of beef and mutton,
heaps of ruinsagoF, hi fmut omn<% wore seen through
Christmas trees with gold** fruit In their branches.
The shop windows were dressed in the gayest things

Imaginable, and the sidewalks wcro crowded with
stands, on which were set forth glittering spoons and
cutlery, images or men, women, children, brutes, all
things that havo life in tho air above 'and
the water beneath nnd things inanimate. Tho
Hebrews, without frorta to their shops, were in their
jrtory. The gas was all on, and the goods all disposed to
abow at the very best advantage.

There wns, in fact, from ono end of tho Bowery to tho
.titer, an almost unbroken chain of docorations, and a
display of articles both useful and ornamental, such, wo
believe, as the Bowery bar not seen for yoars.perhaps
¦over before on a similar occasion. Tho toy shops woro
scarcely outdone by tho furniture dealers, who put out

MM* aa sstrarrdmary Bomber of b*by chairs, baby wa-

g»u«, hat) safes, aad oih«r wlicn* plaaaiug to Oms rising
IMirilw, that mm salgbt have imagined himself among
the lilbputauM but f<-r the rush of ftalworth of
baib saaea, "ho gave bun 1*1 te Um" for waditauou.
Tbe rrowd nf buyer* tM indeed (rest, and the sonnd

of b«M knwwl Tbe commercial prosperity of Uie
k<iar «iunM to U»' apple women at th« oornars, some
«f *b<«n had tlx if purchases lo sundry trinket*',
ui <am |«ia>ii uf kurb a fbutoe opportunity to diapuao of
lb*B
Tbe theatres ant! other place* of amnaement bad ar

ran* »d programs* « with rtbrroH to tbo holiday, but
p»l> were u« a>u< h in earnest buying toys to patronize
U<-» aa nbei ally as Uie proprietors anticipated.
Tbe Valk* uarvn *f> Bewery , one of the most popular

rr.otu <1 11m- «.< '. Ill population in its vicinity, al-
UMH'gb well tiled .was not crowded as it generally is on
satui day sight The ealraace was gayly dscoratsd with
bt.lliaat ooMred paper, arranged in tan form of great
ehawa, aa I Christataxm stood oo each side There
were vaiKwa prrtor maact-a on trie »tage, dancing, smx
»f kt and aa*«g otber ihlaga a Oman aotor attempt¬
ed the < baracter <4 aa American Indian, which be pre-
asaled with grsttralaMna as vstteal aad absurd as his ac
osat waa peculiar aad aiuuslag
The *a<'t theatre, jn*t below the Volks Carten, an

Bounced Otr WriknmMtaWmd (duriauaaa Kre) on Its
b.lla but Um audlaac* wan by no unaaa taiga.
The old Bowery tbcafre was set off la the most brUHant

l hi almas areas The lamp paats bad eaeb a treo attach¬
ed, aad um bags pillars, with Um later veaiag space,
alMMiadi-d ta evergreens. Ma tills invited people to wit-

t HAMTA Cl-AOd; >
i Oa. Tanas Dasaue or Ommua (
with two otber r*«cea. "Yaabee Tars" aad "The Red
Raagrr
At Ik* Atlantic (iartsa, adjoinmr tairtsr favoriM Ger¬

man reaaH. there waa a performaaoe, sa asual, and a
rare .rood attendance

Th»' old Chatham street, or Valional theatre, also had a

C "gramme arraaged especially for Christmas Eva, and a
Mft of action, entitled - flanta nana, or the Night before

| Christmas.*'
Tbe Sew Bowery theatre waa not behind Its oompel.

tors iadecnraUoa The regular play, "Po oa hon tas,"
waa succeeded by a aew Christmas pantomime, called
"Mother tioose aad tbe (Jvklon Kgg. '

All th'*e attractKitit. bowevtf, were as nothing compared with tbe wooden of "Madame Jollies 's Tnmple of
'^irtoaHies, " nearly oppostM tbe Chatham street theatre,
if the harangue nf the orator who stood ta the doorway
sounding al< ud the |iraise* of the said temple , above tho
clatter of Mat and the blast of hortu, is lo be fhllycradWei.
"Hers.' be asaened, "here is lb- rreateat and most

wonderful collection of remarkable curiosities tbe known
world bar yet produced, curiosities winch every man,
woman and child will feel thcm«elves well paid to aee.
Here we have, gentlearn an 1 ladir*, the man who swal
lows a solid ateel sword, twenty two ii>cb<'* in length,
every time to the bitt, snd allows you to pull It out with
your own bsnd, to ratify you it is no ilei^lit of hand or le
gerdemsm, but stern reslity.''
"But the mutt wonderful of all, the greatest wonder of

tbe known world, is the man who eats pavtng stones.
swallows them as bread.in fact, makes paving stouea
hlx sob- food sad only means of suhsatenr-. together with
lager bier, spirituous sad malt liquors. This wonderful
phenomenon lias bean for years th« great problem of
the greatest medical men of tbe world oat as yet theyhave been unable lo explain tbe mystery."
"Now in your tlsae ! Men, wosaen and children, all

who have any curiosity lo gratify, now si the time to sec
these truly great wonders before they glide sway, and in
order to bring It wlthm tbe reach at all, ws have broughtdown the price of adnu-ston to tbe whole exhibition to a
single dime!"
Further up the Bowery was "Mademoiselle Julia, the

snake tamer,'' and tbe "snake man," who is advertbied
as having a tnake'a head lor the termlauo of his rigb
hand, and rnake'» tall'-n tbe left. These place*. Ute others
less marvellous, were decoralad.
A small boy apparently not over six jrevi old, who

was vigorously blow lux a tin born, upoti being askod why
he made such a noise. repHod, "I always do so Christ
ma*.'' This notion that Christmas miul be celebrated in
some way seemed to poawn an old man from sixty 10
seventy J rati of a#e, who was wandering about the
Uowery, decked out with evergreens, wreath* about his
shouldera aad want, and a huge branch or Or la each
hand, with bunches of various colored paprrs suspendod
thereon; in fact, be might almost be said to be clotb'-d . a
tlrely with greens, for his oik- coat was old and threa l-
bare, and when a Rust of wind removed his hat. It wsa
found to bo nothing but plaited evergreens. His singular
appearance «u a great attraction la the youthful horn
blowers, and they danced aiuund turn with' horrid now,
and the bol.ler ones did not scruple to t-<ar bis irarmcnut
and to help lhcm»«Htt to hut personal adornments. The
old man paid no at'- ntion to any attack upna His «oat, but
mi attaa |>l to tlmturb bis v»n-»ths, or to late* awag liis
Christmas tree, made him alBM«t frantic. It aoun ix-come
evident that be was crazy, aad as he warn so scantily clad
many of the pasaers by tried to persuade t..m to go boot)'
to this advice be would pay no heed, although Els toeih
weie chattering. The polio.- to >k nonoth-aef bim.arth mvh
they were several times requested to take turn to the
Hint It'll honno u> keep bin froai tmrtmg, although three
were found ready oa the ssru- block to arre>t a y xingTeuton who ><aiig " Faderland" ia a rather louder tone
than was (ieeir able.
There *w very Ultle >li inking and acarc -ly any drunk-

enni'tui The ordinary lager bier saloon*, specially in
the early boors of tbo evening, were nlavt <ic«ert><d,
although they received more patrooage alter the Ui-atrcs
closed. One drunken man created some excitement and
was picked up by a policeman, which attracted a large
crowd or boys. Bui as a rule, people attended o'l «%1> to
the great business of the evening the purchase of toy*.

BROADWAY ON CHRISTM \S EVE.
Brilliant as Broadway usually is, it shone out .1 tm 1

resplendent manner last night.
Those unaccustomed to the s.^ht wouU luv« t en dri

zled with the display of life and beau'v wh.ch thronged
our popular and principal thoroughfare on last evon.ng.

Persons had attended (o the wants ot the inner man

during the day, and gave their time and ths most princi¬
pal thing, their money, in the evening, to the purchase of

a large amount of toys and good things in nen-.ral for the
young folks at home.
No one would hare thought that we bad just paaed

over a most severe financial crisis were they to ha » wit¬
nessed the manner money wan being sjwni in Br-xtdway
and the neighboring business streets during the last few
days.
Every body almost had a bundle or a basket, which,

from their size and the manner in which.they were cat-

ried, told of good things within, and be or she that had
no parcel looked as if

They eared for nobody,
And nobody cared for them.

Or aB if they had fallen from the clouds at a most Inop¬
portune moment.
The stores shone out in a most brilliant manner. As a

general thing these of a heavy character were empty, or
else closed up, very properly giving way to the fancy
goods, jewelry, toy and confectionery stores, which ap¬
peared, without an exception, to be doing a good holiday
business.
Amongst the passing crowd might be seen an old man

trudging along, with a bundle under bis arm, while at his
side ran a little child, all life and activity, evidently his
grandchild, viewing with wistful eyes the mysterious
bundle, and no doubt wishing It enlarged from the con-
tents of the many and tempting store windows on the
way. Again, hero is a young couple, who certainly are
on their nut excursion (or toys. They will, no doubt, be
more generous in their expenditure now than in ten years
from this. A young man enleis h fashionable jewelry
store, and spends some time over the collection placed tie-
fore him. He is not sure what will suit, and be tells the
gentlemanly clerk that "it is not for himself that he is
buying that beautiful ring, but for a friend." Of course
thj clerk is bound to believe him; but we predict that
In a little while more that young man and some
one else will be looking for "toys," as the young couplebeforo him were. Wnat is this? & beggar, and in such a
place, and at such a time! Yes, tho hole thing haa taken jadvantage of the supposed generosity of all who are out it

a Christmas Eve; do not disappoint her; give her a trifle,
you will never mire it, and it may be the means ofmaking
some poor rsmily happy for the time being.
Here and there somo carriage stops before some well

stocked establishment, and deposits its freight, who en
ter, and in a few momenta the clerk issues therefrom
with arms loaded with costly presents for young"Fifth Avenue," while at the window stands a
person gating at tbo beautiful presents exhibited,but whose pockets would not admit of such ex¬
travagance ; with a half perceptible sigh he turns
away thinking with what an untven band are the goodaof tbia world distributed.

¦Were we to judge fVom the rush at the box office#, the
theatres did a good business,.while the other places of less
note were not deserted.
At about ten o'clock the crowd began to subside, and

*e left with the Impression that the excitement or Hroad-
way on a Christmas Eve wax over.

CHRISTMAS EYE IN WILLIAM STREET. jOhrlstms* time with the German is a season or enjoy-
ment. Its recurrence brings back to his mind the
thoughts, tho pleasures, the associations and all the de¬
lightful reminiscences of Faderland To the saloon, ac

cordingly, at such a time, he repairs, to indulge in hia
favorito and exhilarating beverage and discuss with hia
friends the recollections of old day*.
The lager bier and concert saloons in William street last

nlgbt wore thronged, and their owners for the time reaped
a rich pecuniary harvest. The saloons were generally

decked Tor tho occasion in evergreen, Ivy, lir, and laurel.
The windows wore rcstooned wlita red and
white, and tho columns and postn in the apart¬
ments were neatly entwined with ftr and laurel.
The archways between the saloons and the billiard
rooms in the rear were also ornamented with greens.
GambrinuH, tho mythical and legendary King of l^icer,
was prominent hi all bis muscular developemont, wntch
dnvelopemwnt is of course ascribed to the insg'cal effects
of the lager which two pag< s ars drawing from a barrel
at h's side. With duo reverence 'jo his Majesty, his pio-tures were enshr.nod in laurel and evegrvn The en

' trances to many of the saloons were decked on either til"
: with flr trees, and over tbe doorways wreaths and to*

toons were suspended.
Tbe fair Hebes were In attendance, bedinened with rib

boii*, bearing to tbe Uger loving German a glass of bis
beverage, taking up the coin wbloh be throw
down, and, with a winning smile, conveyta<
It to ono of tbe prettiest little apron pockets,

f ui llii k of course to return any cbange, either tbiukiui;
i her uniles only paid thereby, or beoauso the enamored

Teuton was too smitten to aak It
In m me of tbe saloons musto lent Its chsrms to enliven

i the festive scene, and tbe giddy waits and inspiring song
engaged tbe nimble feet and sturdy throats of many a
reveller.
As a contrast to tbe music within, the urchins outaldo

kept up a continual dm with (tab horns and trumpets, and
were we not aw ire tnat tbe night was too cold for an an¬
gelic visit, we would have thought that Gabriel was at

: band. The noise without, however, disturbed not those
within, and tbe mirtb continued until the " wee email
boors ay ant the twal."

; SOMETHING FOR TBE SENSATION SEE
M0N1ZERS.

A BIBLE HOM1LT IN BULB LANGUAGE. 4 CHRISTMAS
SERMON NINkTBHN CENTURIES OLD.

The subjoined sermon, preached to the people of Jem
salem by our Biassed Lord and Savtour, upon tho Moan'
or Olives, more than eighteen hundrod years ago, al
though "lamlliar in the mouth as household words,"
seems to be peculiarly appropriate to this Holy Day ,

when all Christendom unites to celebrate the advent of
Him who preached "I'oace on earth, good will to men.'.

TUB BKBMON ON THE MOUNT.
And seeing the multitudes, he went up Into a mountain,and when be was set, bis disciples came unto bim; and ho

i opened his mouth, and taught them, saying .Blessed aru! ths poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.' Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall bo comforted.
I Blessed are tho meek: for they shiul Inherit the earth.Blessed sro they which do hunger and thirst after right

eousness: for they shall be filled. Blessed are the merci¬
ful: for they shall obtain mercy. Blessed are the pure in
heart: for they shall see (iod. Blessed are the peasemakers: for they shall be called the children ot God.
blessed arc they which are persecuted for righteousness'lake for theirs is tho kingdom of heaven. Blessed are
ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and
shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for mysake. Krjoice, and be exceeding glad: for groat is yourreward in heaven for so jicraecuted they the prophotewhich were before you.
Ye are the salt ot tho earth: but if the salt have lost his

savour, wherewith shall It be salted? it is thenceforth
good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to bo trodden
under foot of men. Ye arc tho light of tbe world. A citythat is set on a lull cannot be hid. Neither do men light acanole, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick:
and it gl\ eth light unto all that aro in the bouse. Let yourlight (o shine before men, that they may see your goodworks, and glorily your Father which is in beaveu.
Think not that I am come to destroy the law. or the

prophet* lam not come to destroy, but to fulfil. For
verily I say unto you. Till heaven and oarth pass, one Jot
or one utile shall lu no wise pass from tho law till all be
fulfilled. Whosoever therefore shall break ono of these
least command mciits, anu shall teach meu so, he shall be
called the least in Die Kingdom of heaven: but whosoever
shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in
the kingdom of heaven. For 1 say unto you, That except
your righteousness Khali cie.-ert the righteousness of the
Scribcs and Pharisees, ye shall in no caw enter into the
kingdom of heaven.

'Ve have heard that it was said by (hem of old time,Tbou rti.ilt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall bo in
dasger of the judgment. But 1 say unto you, That whoso¬
ever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in
danger oi tl judgment; and whosoever shall sty to his
biotber, Raca, shall be In danger of the council: but who¬
soever shall aay, Tbou fool, shall be In danger of hell fire.
Therefore if thou bring tby gift to the altar, and there ra-
raembrrest that thy brother bath aught against theo, leavethem thy gift before the altar, and go thy way: first be
resonciled to thy brother, and then come and oflbr thygift. Agree with thine adversary quickly, while thou art
in the way with him; lest at any time the adversary de¬
liver th'*- to the judge, and the judge deliver thoe to theftflksr. and thou be cast into prison. Verily 1 say unto
the*. Tbou shalt by bo means comc out thence, till thou
haM paid the ulterawel farthing.Ye ba>e heard that :t was said by them of old time,Thou shait not commit adultery. But I say unto you,that whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after hcrliath
committed adultery with her already in Ins heart. And
if tby r:«bt rye cDend thoe, pluck It out, au<l cast It from
th<e: tor it is profitable for thee that one of
thy members should perish, and not that thywhole body should bo cast Into hell. And if thy righthand i f!« ni thee, cut it off, and cast it from thee: far It is
piontable lor thee that on- of thy members should perish,
i>nd Usit that thy whole body should be cast Into hell. It
hath been «aid, Whosoever shall put away his wife, let
him give ber a writing of divorcement. But I say unto
you lhat wb'«oe\er shall put away his wife, saving for
thetause of lornkaiioo, raua»th her to commit adulteryend whosoever shall marry Iter that Is divorce l commit
teth adult) iv.

Again. j - have heard l but it hath been said by thorn o
old now. lbou abut not ftMSWoar thyself, but ajalt par
lorm ubij the U rtl tmn> oaths. But I gay uoto you,(Mr not at all: neither by heaven; for it la God's
tbi out Bur by tbe earth for it 1a bia footstool neither byJerusalem, lor it la the city of tbe groat King. Neither
shalt thou swar by thy bead, because thoj :an«t not
make one liv.r white or black. But let your communica-
ti *i» br, Y<-a, yea: Nay, nay ; I'or whatsoever Is more th&u
Um >h cometh of evil.
Y !r*v bear J thai it bath boen said, An eye for an eye,

ar'l a to< th f >r a tooth. But I say uuto you, that ye re
-¦-t i>ot e\ i! but whosoever shall smite tlieo on thy right
beek, turn to him the other also. AnJ if any man *ill

.oe tbe» At the law, and lake away tbv coat, let him have
thy cloak also And whosoever "ball >-ompel thee to go a
mUt, go witb bim twain, Give to him that asketli tneo,

a t>d tiorn lum that would borrow of thee turn not lbou
away.
Yo have heard that it bath been sal J, Thou slialt love

Ibj D ^li'ior, and bat- tbiuo enemy. But 1 say uuto yen,l/>ve your 'n<mies, bkss them that curse you, do good to
them that bate you, and pray lor them which dospitetully
use j on. and persecute you, that ye may be the children
of jour Fuller which is in heaven for be maketa his sun
to rise on the evil and on the g- »l. and NlMfe rain on
tbe just and on the unjust. For if ye love tbem which
toy you, what reward have ye? do uot even the publicans
the tame" And If y 9 salute your brethren only , what do

j e more than others? do not even tbe publicans so:' Bo
ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in
heaven is perfect.
Take heed that ye do not your alms before mon, to be

xeen oi tbem: otherwise ye have no reword of yourFather which it In heaven. Therefore wben thou doest
thine alms, do not sound a trumpet before thee.ua the
hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that
tin y may have glory of men. Yorlly 1 say unto you,Tbey bave their reward. But when thou doest alms, let
not thy left hand know what tby right hand doeth: that
thine alms may be in secret: and thy Father which secth
in recrct himself shall reward thee openly.And when thou prayeat, thou shalt not be aft the hypo¬
crites are: lor they love to pray standing In the syna¬
gogues and in the corners ot the street*, that they may be
teen of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their re-
ward. But thou, when thou prayeat, enter Into thy cloaet,
and wben thou bast shut thy door, pray to thy Father
which is in secret, and tby Father which seelh in secret
shall reward thee openly. But wnen ye pray, use not
vain repetition*, as the heathen do: for they think that
tbey shall be heard for their much speaking. Be not yetherefore like unto them: for your Father knoweth what
things ye have noed of, before yc ask him. After this man¬
ner therefore pray ye.Our Father which art In heaven,hallowed be Tby name. Thy kingdom oome. Thy will be
done inearth, aa it Is In heaven. Give us this day our
dally bread. And forgive ua our debts, as wo forgive our
debtors. And k-ad us not into temptation, bnt deliver us
from evil: for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory , forever. Amen. For if ye forgive men their
tres|ia»iM*, your heavenly Father will also forgive you:but if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will
joar tuber forgive your trespasses.Moreover wben ye last, be not, as the hypocrite*, of a
sad countenance, for they disfigure their facet, that tbey
may appear unto men to faaL Verily I say unto you,Tbey have their reward. But thou, wbeu thou fastest,
anoint thine h»ad, and wash tbv face; thai thou appear
not unto men to fast, but unta tby Father wbicb is in se¬
cret: and tby father which secth in aeoret shall reward
tfcaa openly.

lay not up for youraelve# treasures upon earth, whererr.ntri and rust dotb corrupt, and where thieves break
tbiough and steal. But lay up for yourselves 'treasures
in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt,
and where thieves do not break through nor steal for
where yonr treasure la, there wtll your heart bo also. The
light of the body is the eye tf therefore thine eye be sin¬
gle, thy whole body shall be full of light Hut If thine eye
be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness. If
therefore the light that la in Utae be darkness, how great
la that darknera.
So man can serve two masters for either ho will haw

the one, and love the other; or else be will bol.l to the
one, and de*tape the other. Ye cannot serve God and
mammon. Therefore 1 say unto yon, Take no thought
for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall driuk,
nor yet for your body, what ye tball put on. Is not the
life more than meat, and the body than raiment* Behold
tbe fowls of the air: for tbey sow not, neither do tbey
reap, nor gather Into barns: yet your heavenly Father
feedeth tbem. Are ye not much better than they" Which
of you by taking thought can add oue < ubit unto hia
stature'' And why take ye thought for raiment" Con
sider tbe lilies of the Held, how they grow, they toil not.
neither do they spin. And yet 1 say unto you, That even
Solomon In all bis glory was not arrayed like one oT these.
Wherefore, If God ao clothe tbe graaa of the field, which
to-day is. and to morrow la cast into the ovw>, shall be not
much more clothe you, O \ a of little frith. Therefore
take no thought, saying, What shall we eat* or, What shall

i we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed' (Forafter all these thing* do the GentJIea seek ) for your
heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of al! three
things. Bnt seek ye first tbe kingdom of God, an I his
righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto
you. Take therefore ao thought for the morrow lor the
morrow shall take thought for the thing* of itself, tfufll
cii nt unto the day la the evil theri'of.
Judge not, that ye be not Judged, for W.th what jndg

ment ye Ju-ige ye shall be judged and with what me t
sure ye mete, it shall be m as-. red o you again. And
why beholdest thou the m.ite that la in thv briber's eye,btil conswterest not the K-am tnat it in thine oiru eye1? t>r
how wilt tboa ray to thy brother, Let me pul'. «lt the
mo»e < ut of thin'' eye, xnd, b»b>ld. a )>. a-n la n thin-'
own eye? Thou hypocrite, flr»t -set "ut the beatt out of
th.ue own eye: an then *).%lt thou see clearly to ;a«l out
th" mote out o< thy brother's eye.
Give nc'. that wild, is h dy uaw th; t.lta cast

J* JX" pearls beforo swine, lust tboy trample Una
unoer their feet, and turn again and rend you.Atk, and it Khali <*> given you seek, ami y« shall tart
knew, and it tliall be ojiened unto you for every one that
asketb received) ; and bo that seeketh flndeth and to h«mthat knoeketh It shall be opened. Or what man M thereof you, whom If bin son ask bread, will he give him a
stone? Or if be ask a tlsh, will he gtvo kim » serpent - IT
ye than, being evil, know bow to givo good gifts unto
your children, how much more shall your Kslhsr whichIs In hc&ven give good things to them that ask htmfTherefore all things whatsoever y would thai m»ushould do to >ou, do ye even so U> them, for thia Is thelaw and the prophets.Uter yc in at the straight gate: for wide is the gate,and bread is the way that luadeth to destruction, and
many there be which go in theroat: because straigbt lathn gate, an<l narrow is the way which leadeth unto We,aiid few th> ro bo that hud it.
Beware of false prophets, whlcli come to you in shoep'sclothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. Yeahall

know thkm by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of
thorns, or Ug3 of thistles? Even so overy good tree bringetb lonh good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringsth forth evil
fiult. 1 good tree cannot bring forth evil frutt, neither
can it corrupt tteo bring forth good frutt Every tree that
biifaMth not rorth good fruit is hewn down, and east istlo
the are. Whercforo by their fruits yo shall know then.

Not every one that saltb unto me, lord, I/>rd, shall
ester into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth th
will of my Father which Is in heaven. Many will say to
me in that day, Lord. Lord, havo wo not prophesied in
thy name? and in thy namo have cast out devils' and lathy name done many wonderful works? And then will I
profess unto them, I never knew you: depart lrom me,
ye that work iniquity.Thercfbro whosoever Ueareth these sayings of mine,and doeth them, 1 will liken him unto a wise man, which
built his bouse upon a rock and the rain descended , andthe floods came, and the winds blow, and beat upon that
bouse; and It fell not: for it was founded upon a rock.
And every onn that hcarcth then; sayings of mine, and
doeth th'.'m not, shall be likened unto a foolish man,which built his Mouse upon the sand: and the rain de¬
scended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and
beat upon that house; and It foil: and great was the tall of
It. And it came to pass, when Jesus bad ended these say¬ings. tbe poopli wore astonished at hiH doctrine: for he
taught them as one having authority, and not as the
scribes.

THE FESTIVAL OF YULETIDE.
"Old" Christmas and Old Style-Heathen
Origin of Chriatma*.How the Festival
was Formerly Kept 1m Germany and
England.Christ Not Born on Christmas
Day.Opposition ofthePuritans ofEng¬
land and Covenanters of Scotland to the
Festival.How it is Observed Now in
Rome.The Greatest Festival Still in
England.Great Munificence of the
Wealthy at Christmas.A. Change in
the Present Day.The Burning of the
Yule Log.It Originated in the Fires of
the Druids.The Carrots, the Chimes and
Other Ceremonies, &c.
On this day, the first of tbe Yuletide holidays, or twelve

days of ChritUnas, it may not be uninteresting to the
reader to trace the origin of the festival, which reachcs
back far beyond the Christian era into the remote
antiquity of druidism, the saturnalia and bacchanilia,
In which it is lost; and also to givo some account of the
singular ceremonies with which Yuletide was observed
by our Christian ancestors, and is still observed in what
was once "mcrrie England." Most nations seem to have
selected the end of the old year and the beginning of the
new as the principal time for religious festivals, and for
national, social and domestic amusements.

In his " Commentary on the Prophecies of Daniel," Sir
Isaac Newton explains the philosophy of the Christian fes¬
tivals. He says:.
Tbe heathens were delighted with the festivals of their

gods, and unwilling to part with those oeremonies.
Therefore Gregory, Bishop of Neo Ocserca, in Pontus, to
facilitate their conversion, instituted annual festivals to
the saints and martyrs; hence the keeping of Christmas
with ivy. feasting, plays and sports, came in the room of
the baccnanalia and saturnalia; the celebrating of May
Day with flowers, in tbe room or the ilorelia; and the fes¬
tivals of the Virgin Mary, Jobn tbe Baptist and divers of
the apostles, In the room of the solemnities at the en¬
trance of the sun Into the signs of tbe zodiac in the old
Julian calendar.

Id reference to tbe heathen origin of Christmas, Sir
Walter Scott thus sings:.

Heap on morn wood !.the wind is chitt;
But let it whistle as It Will,
We'll keep our Christmas merry still.
Each age has deem'd the now- born yoarThe Attest time for festal cheer.
Even, heathen yet, the savage Dane,
At Jol more deep we mead did drain.

* ? * * * *
And well our Christian sires of old
Loved when the year its course had roll'd,
A id brought blithe Christmas back again
With all his hospitable train,
Domestic and religious rite
Gave honor to the holy right:
On Christmas eve tbe bells were rung;
On Christmas ove tbe moss was sung
That only night in all the year
Saw the stolid priest the chalice rear.

At present the greatest festival of the Catholic Church is
Easter. But that was not always so, and in Great Bri¬
tain and other Protestant countries Christmas still main¬
tains its ascendancy, and is zealously observed both by
Catholics and Episcopalians. The other sects do not pay it
much religious respect, but they join in its fes¬
tivity. In Scotland it is but partially observed. But
in Germany its celebration surpasses the merriment even
in England. One of the grounds of objection to it was
that the day on which it is observed is not ascertained to
bo the day on which Christ was born. On the contrary,
the presumption is against it, as we find in the account of
the birth of Christ that the shepherds and their llocks
were ont on that night, which would not be likely in such

a country as Judea, at tbe winter solstice, which Dr.
Shaw in his travels shows to be severo.

The shepherd's on the lawn,
Or e'er the point of dawn,

Sat simply chatting in a rustic row:
Full little thought they Uten
That the mighty Fan

Was kindly come to live with them below.
It was evidently not in winter. But the reply is that it

matters not, and if the precise day cannot be ascertained,
that is no reason why the church Bhould not appoint some
day to commemorate so great an event. This difficulty.
the same that occurred about Easter.was settled in the
somo way by the Church about the year 600, and
Christmas was fixed for the time of the saturnalia.
On the ground of its Pagan origin and Pagan time of

observance, and on account of the free and easy manner

In which it was celebrated about the time of the Reforma¬
tion, the hostility to it evinced by the Puritans of England
and Covenanters of Scotland was extreme. To these aus¬

tere fanatics, indeed, all holidays, except the Sabbath,
were objects of hatred and disgust. Bat Christmas and
New Year's Day were specially denounced. Pryne says:.

If wo compare our bacchanalian Christmas and New
Year's tides with these saturnalia and feasts of Janus, we
shall find such near affinity between them both in rogard
of time (they being both in the end of December and on
the 1st of January), and in their manner of sulomnizing,
(both of tbem being spent in revelling, epicurism, wan¬
tonness, idleness, dancing, drinking, stage plat's, masks,
and carnal pomp ami jollity), that we mustneeds conclude
tbe one to be but tbe very ape or issue of tbe oilier,
llence Polydor Virgil afllrms in express terms, that our
Christmas lords of Misrule (w hich custom, saith he, is
chiefly observed in England), together with dancing,
masques, mummeries, s age plays, and such other Christ¬
mas disorders, now in use with Christians, were derived
from tliffc Roman saturnalia and bacchanalian festivals,
which (concludes be), should cause all pious Christians
eternal)} to abominate them.
From Macauley we learn that such was the opposition

to any observance of Christmas Pay in Scotland in the se¬

cond year of the reign of William III., (1689,) that the
Covenanters published manifestoes against it, as among
tbe sins whish would one day bring down divino ven¬

geance npon the people. But they were not satiatled with
this.on Christmas Day they held armed musters and
marked to the house of the miutster. sacking his cellar
and larder, and sometimes ducking himself in a pond.
His furniture was wrecked, and his wife and children
turned ont In the snow. Finally he was sent away, and
charged at his peril never to return. The church wss

locked up, and the worthy reformers carried olf the
the keys. About two hundred ministers were thus ex¬

pelled. These Puritans long continued to hurl their ana¬

thema# against the national sin of the Court or Sessions
taking a vacation on the las. week of December. One
William Wilson, a fanatic then highly thought of, thus
declares when dylag .

I leave my testimony against the aliomlnable net of the
pretended tiueen Anne an t ner pr>tendod British.roatly
bruit.rb.Parliament, for enacting that which is callcd the
Yule Vacancy."
These Cal\ .uistt were more Calvin istie than Calvin him

self, fir It wm in consequence of hi1! exertions that tho
observance of Um festival was revived at Geneva after
an mtorval if son.e years. Tbeso men were the more in-
c . is they tallowed the analogies and precedents
e* 1M Jews in many thing*; their descendant?, the Pil¬
grims n thh country, even .nstitutingthe Keastof Thanks
g:*i ijj in !a»;UUoc it fee Fcsat of TabcroMk*. FurtU'r,

th*M MtU of holiday* m»d* no* of th»ir own, which
wm without My |*«<«dcnt, namely, U>* lat *f August,
which they etocrvcd with |mt rejoicing, because It wm
th* utimur; of th« d< <ut> *( <Jo**a Aim, who wm
tbns pretested from signing the "Hehma Bill" against
dtasrnter* which bad just passed tho I'arbament, md wm
'h*l day to fO Into cSect. IWtcw be no doubt that tho
ftstival wm much abased by B< .nUoumeM; but that wm
no reason why it sbonld be totally aboUshod not except¬
ing oven the religious observMCM and tbo good cboer
peculiar to th* ubm. Tb*y quarrrlled not only with th*
dna>paUoa, bat with their beat friends, thsm.nce pies and
plum paddings, and even with the poor r«aemar> and
bays. And when w bud John Miltou, the I'uritan, the
republican, the loonoslsot, celebrate CUr-stmat vr tb one
of the moat beautiful effuataoii of bia muae, we may r»rm
some estimate of the extravagant fanaticam of the nect to
wnieh he belonged.
Ibis bittrrneea against CkrMmas and other holiday*

wm Imparted by the PUgrima into N*w England ; bat it
wm unnatural, and in taeao latter day* it hM ooased to
exist Tbo festival i* now ob*?rv<d to a very great osten
In the Eastern State*, not only by (blholio* Mi Kpisco-
palairis, but by other sects. it la almost univemlly ob
served la the So -thern and Middle states, and is regarded
as tho most genial day of tbo year.the fourth ef July
the only universal holiday, held on the same lay through¬
out the United State*, being regarded more ef a public,
patriotic national day oat of doom, than one ef social and
domestic mirth within.

In the .indent church Christmas wm regarded »« a re¬

ligious jubilee, on which, at the midnight hour of the an

nirersary of Christ's birth, the very beasts wero said Is
kneel, m they did when the angels announced tbo nati¬
vity in rapturous song.a superstition which prevails to
this day in England. The golden nwathod (eloquent)
Cbrysostom called it "the metropolis and mMhrr of all
festivals." In Rome the ceremonie* are not what might
be expected, there being only the high mass and a pro¬
cession, the same u at Kaster. On ChristniM eve, In the
day time, a mass is said; but there are no ceremonies
and no music. This vigil wm formerly held at night. It
began before midnight and laated till four o'clock in the
morning; but indecorous scenes and intrigues were
carried on even )n the church itaclf, and tho hours were
altered. At the Santa Maria Maggtore a grand vigil is
still held at four o'clock in th<? morning, where the Image
of the newborn Christ, dressed in swaddling clothe*, is
carried about for the devotion and delight of the people.
While in Rome Easter is the great festival of the year, in
England Christmas has still the supremacy. The old
Northmen called it "Mother-day." It was a time of great
Joy.the feast, the anthem, the suspension of tho ordinary
avocations ot life, the crowded churches, the dccoration
with boughs and evergreens.all proclaimed it

Christmas, the joyous period of the year!Now bright with holly, all the temples strewn
With laurel groen and verdant mistletoe.

To these was added ivy, which wm sacred to Bacchus^
and indicates the heathen origin of tbo custom. Tho
mistletoe of the oak wm held in great veneration by tho
Druids, and was used in their religious worship, as illus¬
trated in the opera of " Norma.'' Not only the churches
of the Christians, in imitation of the Pagan temples, but
their entire houses and almost every object tat them, wero
decorated. Councils of the Catholic church issued decree*
against the custom; yet It wm continued, and is to this
day, even, in the Episcopal churches of New York. Dr.
Chandler tells us in his "Travels in Greece," that It is relat¬
ed,where druidiem prevailed the houses were decked with
evergreens in Deoember, that the sylvan spirits might re¬

pair to them, and remain unnipped by frosts and
cold winds until a milder season had renewed the foliage
of their darling abodes. In Britain this wm the moBt re¬

spectable festival of the Druids, who called it Yulctide, a
name by which ChristmM has ever since been known.
On this occasion the priests carried about the mistletoe,
which they cut from the tree* with their bright brass
hatchets, calling it "all hael." The custom long prevailed
among Christiana in York Cathedral of carrying the mistle¬
toe to the high altar, and proclaiming universal pardon
and freedom to all sorts of wicked persons at the gates of
the city.
The burning or tbe Yale log on Christmas Eve is also a

remnant or Druldism. It consisted of the birch troe,
¦Dipped of its baric, and dried for the occasion. Tho
largest that could be found was selected. The Bizo of
them may be estimated from tho fact that sometimes they
burned the house*. They wore, in fact, whole trees, and
were expected to burn from Christmas till New Year's
Day. During the time the Christmas block lasted the ser¬
vants were entitled to ale. Tho Yule log in it* first use
was only a counterpart of the Midsummer fires, and was
kindled within doors because of the cold weather at the
winter rolstice, as those In tbe Bummer solstice arc kindled
in the open air. These fires were in honor of tho sun,
and continue to the present time on tho eve of St. John
the Baptist (June 24). The other festival of St. John tbe
Evangelist (Dec. 27) is in the Christmas holidays, or at
Yule-tide, when the log was burned on the hearth. Both
in Ireland and in the county of Cornwall, in England,
where there is a kindred race of Celts, the people at the
midsummer bonfires carry torches about, tarred at the
end, which is undoubtedly a Druidical custom. 11 Tho
St John Fires," says Gebclin, "those sacred fires,
were kindled at midnight, on tho very moment of the
solstice, by the greatest port as well of ancient as of mo¬
dern nations." Over these fires the Christians leaped In
sport, which was regarded as an imitation of the idola¬
trous custom denounced in the Bible of "passing through
the fire" of Bael. But tho Christians, of course, at'
tached no such meaning to the act, and it was therefore
harmless in their case. There was a peculiar fitness In
celebrating St John's day with fires, for he is described
as the witness to the light (that is Christ), and was him-
self "a burning and a shining light," being the morning
star or harbinger of the approaching sun. {

It is worthy of remark that both the days of St
John are sacred to Free Masonry, which shows the con¬
nection of these seasons with ancient mysteries. In the
old Runic Fasti a wheel was used to denote the festival of
Christmas, and the learned derive the word Yule from a

root, signifying a wheel or revolution. It was so called,
says Bede, because of the return ofthe sun's annual course
alter tho winter solstice. This wheel is common to both
festivities. Durand, speaking of the rites of the feast
of St John, the Baptist, informs us that
in some places they roll a wheel from the top of a moun¬

tain, to signify that the sun is beginning to descend from
the highest point in the zodiac. Having previously been
covered with straw, it was set on fire, and at a diptanoc it
had the appearance as if tho sun were descending from the
sky.
Christmas was called the Feast of Lights in tbe Latin or

Western church, because they used many lights at the
feast, the large Christmas candle having succeeded to the
leg, which it at first accompaniod. In an old chronicle we
learn that in Yorkshire, on Christmas Eve, the chandlers
sent as presents to their customers large mould candles,
and the cooper's yulo-logs, just as tho bakers used to
send presents of the " yule-dough," which was a plum
cako formed into the shape of a baby, in allusion to the
infant Christ. It was also called " Baby cake." Among
tho customs on Christmas Evo was the eating of a dish
consisting of wheat boiled in milk, and spiced. It was

called furmenty or frumenty. This was eaten at the feasts of
the Roman saturnalia. Tbesheritts of York, we are inform¬
ed by Leland, used to issuo a proclamation at Yule that "all
manner of wantons and thieves, dice-players, carders and
all other unthrifty folk, bo welcome to the town, whether
they come late or early, at the reverence of the high feast
of Yulo, till the twelve days be passed." This is evident¬
ly in imitation of the saturnalia. At this soaaon was car¬

ried on the licentious sport of " mumming," which con¬

sisted in changing clothes between men and women, aud

going from one house to another partaking of Christmas
cheer, and making merry with thom in disguise. Tlite
was also a practice at the satnrnaha. The mummers

wore masks and the smaller boys blackened their faccs,
shouting or singing the rhyme.
A merry Christmas and a happy new year,
Your pockets full of money, and your collars full or beer.
The Christmas Carols were numerous. Tho earliest was

the gloria in rxctlris, tho well known hymn sung by tho

angels to tho shepherds at tho nativity. Humorous jovial
carols were afterwards introduced.

Tresents were called yule gifts when made at Christ¬
mas, afterwards called Christmas boxes, from tho fact
that they were contained in a 1k>x of earthenware, from
which the mom1)' could not be taken till tho boxes wero

broken. They wero originally gifts to servants aud me
cbanlcs for titair good scrvicej during tho year; also to
apprentices and children to encourage them.
The Germans erect a Christmas tree in the houso on

CL ktnas Eve.on the brandies tli'y guepeuj presents

which the children tad iu fhe morning. This, and the
custom of Santa Claoa depositing presents la the chil¬
dren '¦ nocking*, wo have borrowed from them, la Ger¬
many, Christmas Eve is given to general Jollity, frolic and
fun, including masks. Many of the political traditions
and legends of Germany.ita ghosts and Ms fariea.are
associated with Christmas Eve.

In England, among a people Ichs imaginative than tha
Teutons, Cbriatmaa waa not without its superstitions. Ik
la to one of these Shakspare alludes when he says the
cock begins to crow at midnight of Christmas Eve, and
'-ontlnues to crow all night long.during which no
planet strikes, no spirit dare* to stir abrotd, no fairy
lakes away children, and no witch has power to chain.

it w us the season of universal joy.
So now la come our Joyfulest feast;Ix't every man be jolly ;Fitflfc room with ivy loaves ia drest,And every post with holly.
Though some churls at our mirth repine,Hound your foreheads garlands twine,Drown sorrow in a cup of wine,And tot us all be merry.
Now all our neighbors' chimneys smoke,And Chriaunaa blocks are burning ;Their ovens they with baked meat chokc,And ail their spiis are turning.
Without the door let sorrow lie :
Aad r fbr cold it bap to die,We'll bury 't in a Christmas pie,Aad evermore bo merry.

In olden time the festival waa celebrated in England
with great profusion and prodigality. Whole forests of
trees dccorated the hall of the baronial castle or lordly
palace ; the Hoar waa strewn with boughs; wooden plates
were laid on the long table, and tho knight* and squires
sat down to tbt Christmas dinner, thus dcacribed ¦>
llarmion .

The Ore, with well dried togs supplied,Wont retiring up the chimney wide ;The huge hall table's oaken lace
fccrubb'd till it shone, the day to grace,Core then upon its massive board
No mark to part the squire and lord.
Then was brought in the lusty braon,By old blue-coated serving man ;Then the grim boar's head frown 'd on high,Crested with bays and rosemary.The wassel round, in good brovn bowls,Carnish'd with ribands, blithely trowla.
There the huge eurloin reck'd ; hard by .

I'lum porridge stood and Christmas pie.Then camc the merry masquers in,And carols roar'd with blithesome din.
Who lists may In their mumming see
Traces of ancient mystery ;
While shirts supplied the masquerade
And smutted checks the visors made.
England was merry England when
Old Christmas brought his sports again.

Even the lowly cottages of the poor had their good
things, according to the old rhyme

Christmas comes but once a year,And when it comes, it brings good cheer.
However they lived the rest of the year, they wars not

without good clothes, and roast beef, and plum pudding,
toast and ale, at Christmas.

And those that hardly all the year
Had bread to eat or rags to wear,
Will have both clothes and dainty fare,And all the day be merry.

During the twelve days of Christmas " Lords of Mis-
rale" were elected as captains of mischief, who wars
sometimes called " Masters of the Merry Disports." They
had bands of followers, dressed like the fantastical target
companies ft' New York, and theae they led into all sorts
of comical proceedings, but for the most part without
harming anybody. Merriment ruled the hour. 8ome
times there waa a mock gravity in the custom, and men
of high degree took part in the ceremony, which waa
also prevalent in the ooltoges. It was atteaded with great
expense. Warton tells us of one revel ouster whom it
coet£2,000 out of his own purse.
But with some Christmas lasted fkr longer than twelve

days. In one of the eld chronicles we read that in Not¬
tinghamshire " the good 8ir William Bollla kept hia house
in great splendor and hospitality. He began Christmaa at
Hallowtide and continued it till Candlemas (three months),
during which time any man waa permitted to stay three
days, without being naked who be waa or from whence he
came. " Nor waa this a singular ease. The Duke of Nor-

i folk, we are informed, expended £20,000 (9100,000) in
[ keeping Christmas. This munificence gavo great offenoe

at Court, and Charles II. gave up keeping ttao festival
on that account. From that period the old custom de¬
clined. That was the season of boundless charity. How
diflbrent from the present timo in England, when few
give anything.few, indeed, in oonscquenoe of increasing
luxury, having anything to spare, except the Loviathan
fundfaolders, whose doctrine is that charity makes people
lazy, though there are thousands hungry and perishing
because they cannot get work! In olden time the lord
of the manor caused his doors to be thrown open, that
the enjoyments of the season might be as general as the
blessings it commemorated. A whole hecatomb of fat¬
tened hogs and beeves and sheep and poultry were
slaughtered and cut into slices, and distributed among
the neighborhood ; and a string of hog's puddings and a
pack of cards were sent to every poor family in the
parish. Then also a double quantity of malt was allowed
to the ale, which was set running into the leathern jacks
and horn cups in the hall, for every one who colled for it,
while the table, "heart of oak,'' groaned with large
rounds of beef, plum pudding and mince pies. At night
the sports of the happy, because still unplundered, yeo¬
manry made the roofs and rafters ring with merriment.
The landlord looked in and anjoyed the practical jokes
long treasured up for the occasion. Then there was little
or no taxation, and no everlasting din about "money
markets." Such was then "Merry England." What is
she new? The tale is shortly told by numberless poor-
houses, and numberless boards erected in oonspicooua
places in the demesnes of the nobles and their parvenu
Imitators."Steel traps and spring guns sst en these pre¬
mises." Still Christmas is kept in England with great
seal. It Is pre eminently the season of charity. Clothes
and food are sent by the wealthy to the poor, in their
dwellings, and contributions are sent to panper Institu¬
tions to enable the inmates toeofoy at least one good dinner
in the year. Atmidnight now, too, issue forth the "waits,"
who were formerly minstrels or musical watchmen who
attended on great men and sung the watches of the night,
but now strolling musicians, who, aooosspanied by a
crowd, go around on Christmss eve, and give notice at
the approach of the festival. They rouse from slumber
such ss had retired to rest, and keep them from going to
sleep again. Before the dawn the chimes begin, and tho
morning resounds with songs from the bells and tho
carolcrs.

The chimos, ths chimes of motherland,Of England green and old,That out of fane and ivied tower
A thousand years have toll'd:

How glorious must their music be,As brcolu the hallow'd day,And callcth with a seraph's vofoe,A nation uptoprayt
Those chimes that tell a thousand tales,

f»weei tales of olden time,And ring a thousand memories
At vesper and at prime;

At bridal and at burial,
For cottager and king.

Those chime k, thooe glorious Christian chimss,
How blessedly they ring!

Those chimes, those cliimos of motherland,
I'pon a Christian morn,

Outbreaking a* the angels did
For a Redeemer born;

How merrily they call afar,
TO rot and baron's hall,

With holly decked and mitsletoe,
To keep the festival.

Brooklyn City News*
Ths Fjmoror Low Turn.There wsa considerable d>

Acuity yesterday in bringing the boats of the raltoa
ferry into their slips, in oonsequenoe of the low state .
the tide. The boat in the upper slip on the Brooklyn Me
remained fast for some time. Psosmgwrs oanae cm board
and remained a long time before they beoame aware of
the fact that the boat could not be soared. A general
rush was then made fbr the boat In the lower slip, which
was filled to its utmost capacity. Tt*e Jam on the New
York side was particularly annoying, In nmmsi|iiiinns o
this state of things. Men and women, horses, carts andall sorts or vehicles crowded the street and side¬
walks so that It was difficult to get along. After the rtt*of the tide the boat was got off and all west on Mnoothly.
Man From.* to Death..A colored man, aamrl Curno

I Uus H. Johnson, was found dead In a abed on the premi-
| sesofWm. Skelly, in Warren street, near Frankliu ave¬

nue, early yesterday morning. The poor man had svi-
dently entered the shed for the purpose of protecting him¬
self from the cold, and was frozen to death.
Thk Tiiiktkkmd IUr.MK.vr..At a drill of this regiment

on Friday nigt.t, orders from headquarters were read, di¬
recting a change from an artillery to a light infantry regi
mcut, an>! to drill hereafter according to Hardoo s tacti.-s.

Coi XTETtnaTK..Counterfeit hills on the Wooster Rink
of l>tnibm v, Conn , were put in circulation on tnday
mjjUt. Ilicy jm. of the dt'iwminauou Of Uto dollars.


